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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 12493 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SG, IS 

SUBJECT: POSSIBILITY OF SENEGALESE BREAK WITH ISRAEL 

1. IN HIS CAPACITY AS ORGANIZER OF BRITISH COMMITTEE ON 
FRANCOPHONE AFRICA, RETIRED U.S. FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER 
MARCEL VAN ESSEN, NOW EMPLOYED AS LONDON REPRESENTATIVE 
OF FRENCH FIRM SCOA, HAD TWENTY-FIVE MINUTE INTERVIEW 
WITH VISITING PRESIEENT SENGHOR OCTOBER 25. DURING 
CONVERSATION, SENGHOR ALLUDED TO DRAMATIC EVENTS THEN 
BREAKING IN CONNECTION WITH MIDDLE EAST CRISIS AND SAID 
THAT UNLESS THINGS "CHANGED RADICALLY" IN THE INTERIM, 

HE WOULD RELUCTANTLY HAVE TO COME TO DECISION BY MON- 
DAV, OCTOBER 29 TO BREAK RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. LATER 
HE SAID HIS ACTION WOULD BE AN "INTERRUPTION" OF DIPLO- 
MATIC RELATIONS, RATHER THAN A PERMANENT BREAK. 

2. SENGHOR EXPLAINED THAT HE WAS UNDER HEAVV PRESSURE 
TO BREAK WITH ISRAEL BUT SAID THAT IF HE DID SO IT WOULD 
NOT BE OUT OF ANY GREAT REGARD FOR THE ARABS WHOM HE 
DISMISSED WITH A WAVE OF THE HAND. HE SAID HE SUPPORTED 
THE EGYPTIANS AS AFRICANS, NOT AS ARABS. AS FOR ISRAEL, 
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TO BE THE LEAST BIT CONCILIATORY AFTER SHE HAD GIVEN 
HIM TO UNDERSTAND THAT SHE WAS PREPARED TO MAKE AT LEAST 
SOME CONCESSIONS TO THE ARABS WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN WITH 
HER IN HIS CAPACITY AS SPOKESMAN FOR A GROUP OF AFRICAN 
CHIEFS OF SATE (THE "WISEMEN") A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO. 
FURTHERMORE, IT WAS ISRAEL WHO HAD VIOLATED THE ORIGINAL 
CEASE-FIRE, SENGHOR SAID, AN ACTION WHICH HE COULD NOT 
CONDONE. 

3. TURNING TO THE U.S. POSTURE TOWARD THE MIDDLE EAST 
AND THE ALERTING OF U.S. FORCES, SENGHOR SAID HE WAS 
FIRST AND FOREMOST AN ATLANTIC MAN. AMERICANS CAME 
FIRST WITH HIM AND HE SUPPORTED OUR ACTIONS DESIGNED TO 
HEAD OFF WHATEVER MILITARY PLANS THE SOVIETS MAY HAVE 
HAD IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

4. VAN ESSEN ASKED THAT WE NOT LET BRITISH KNOW THAT 
SENGHOR HAD SPOKEN IN THIS VEIN TO HIM. HE PRESUMED 
THAT SENGHOR WOULD TELL FONSEC DOUGLAS-HOME OF HIS 
ATTITUDE TOWARD ISRAEL AT DINNER LATER IN THE EVENING, 

BUT WHEN VAN ESSEN SPOKE WITH HIM HE HAD NOT YET MEN- 
TIONED THIS SUBJECT TO ANY BRITISH OFFICIAL. 

ANNENBERG 
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